
LUKE 19 - KINGDOM INVESTMENTS 
 
INTRODUCTION 
1.  Born raised in Mesquite, TX, parents from India, NTX/OK AD - 3.5 years on IV Staff 
2.  Spent 6 years in the marketplace as an electrical engineer before full-time staff 
3.  I love my job and the opportunity to work college students (1%), world changers 
4.  I am so glad to be here with you -- please ask me more about my story later! 
5.  Let's read the text - Luke 19:11-27 
 
LUKE 19:11-27 
 
11 While they were listening to this, he went on to tell them a parable, because he was near Jerusalem 
and the people thought that the kingdom of God was going to appear at once. 12 He said: “A man of 
noble birth went to a distant country to have himself appointed king and then to return. 13 So he called 
ten of his servants and gave them ten minas.‘Put this money to work,’ he said, ‘until I come back.’ 
14 “But his subjects hated him and sent a delegation after him to say, ‘We don’t want this man to be our 
king.’  15 “He was made king, however, and returned home. Then he sent for the servants to whom he 
had given the money, in order to find out what they had gained with it.   

16 “The first one came and said, ‘Sir, your mina has earned ten more.’  17 “‘Well done, my good 
servant!’ his master replied. ‘Because you have been trustworthy in a very small matter, take charge of 
ten cities.’  18 “The second came and said, ‘Sir, your mina has earned five more.’  19 “His master 
answered, ‘You take charge of five cities.’ 

20 “Then another servant came and said, ‘Sir, here is your mina; I have kept it laid away in a piece of 
cloth. 21 I was afraid of you, because you are a hard man. You take out what you did not put in and 
reap what you did not sow.’  22 “His master replied, ‘I will judge you by your own words, you wicked 
servant! You knew, did you, that I am a hard man, taking out what I did not put in, and reaping what I 
did not sow? 23 Why then didn’t you put my money on deposit, so that when I came back, I could have 
collected it with interest?’ 

24 “Then he said to those standing by, ‘Take his mina away from him and give it to the one who has ten 
minas.’ 25 “‘Sir,’ they said, ‘he already has ten!’ 26 “He replied, ‘I tell you that to everyone who has, 
more will be given, but as for the one who has nothing, even what they have will be taken away. 27 But 
those enemies of mine who did not want me to be king over them—bring them here and kill them in 
front of me.’” 

ENTER THE TEXT 
1.  Luke 19:11-27 - this parable is sandwiched between Zacchaeus and the Triumphal Entry (Sophia) 
2.  Parables are an interesting literary art form 
3.  Parables are not meant to be totally allegorical, it is kind of like a fable 
4.  Have you ever heard a bad translator?  Lost in translation. (Accents) 
5.  Parables are Jesus' attempts to translate KINGDOM realities into EARTHLY realities 
 
MAIN IDEA:  The Kingdom invests in you and calls you to invest in others.  Not just invest, but to invest 
Lavishly, Dangerously, and Frequently! 
1.  The investment 
2.  The opportunity 
3.  The risk 
4.  The reward 



POINT #1 - THE INVESTMENT (v. 11-13) 
1.  The nobleman is leaving to be appointed King and COME BACK... at least we think. 
2.  This is a common occurrence as Israel is occupied by Rome. (King Herod, etc.) -- Jesus is helping 
set the expectation of his followers by letting them know that He is not becoming King RIGHT NOW. 
3.  The nobleman invests 1 mina each in 10 of his servants 
4.  1 mina is lavish and is equivalent to 3-4 months salary - WOW, OVER THE TOP! 
5.  1 mina is what each gets equally (not like the parable of the talents) - EVEN PLAYING FIELD! 
What is this ONE ITEM lavishly given to each one of us - not talents, but of greater worth? 
Friends, this reminds us of the good news of the Gospel, given to each of us freely, lavishly 
It is the greatest investment of all-time -- a gift of life. 
 
POINT #2 - THE OPPORTUNITY (v. 13) 
1.  The nobleman has requested only one thing, "Put this money to work until I come back" 
2.  In other words, GO INVEST this everywhere 
3.  This is a sweet deal.  Not my money, and I get to invest. 
Friends, we are given the same opportunity.   
Take this treasure of extreme worth, the Gospel, and invest lavishly. 
Please note this parable is not about CASH but about CHARACTER -- will you invest? 
Again, this is a fun opportunity, right?   
Unfortunately, wait... the plot thickens. 
 
POINT #3 - THE RISK (v. 14) 
1.  We find out that the citizens of this Kingdom DO NOT LIKE THE NOBLEMAN 
2.  The text says, WE HATE HIM... 
3.  The circumstances of the aforementioned opportunity has changed! (haha) 
4.  In order to fulfill the request 
     a.  I must make known my relationship to the nobleman 
     b.  I must make known the investment given by the nobleman 
     c.  I must make known the mission given to me by the nobleman 
5.  But everyone, hates the nobleman -- I didn't sign up for this! 
6.  What if the nobleman is not made King?  How long is this going to take? 
Friends, we are in a similar situation.   
The return of the King has not occurred.  Will He return?  When? 
We represent a King within a city that is hostile toward him 
Being ambassadors in a hostile land may cost your lives (Libya) -- the risk is great. 
Friends, are we willing to reveal the relationship, investment, and mission of the nobleman to 
such a city? 
 
POINT #4 - THE REWARD (v. 15-25) 
1.  Thankfully, this nobleman returns AS KING!... whew. 
2.  His first order of business is to see how his servants are doing. 
3.  First servant creates 1000% return - this is nuts!  (selling drugs, black market, ?? – haha!) 
4.  Whatever he did it was crazy risky in order to gain this -- I'm sure his business associates have a 
totally different view of the nobleman.  His servants are cool, they know what they are doing. 
5.  The nobleman REWARDS him with a LAVISH gift of 10 cities -- REWARD is a bit over the top!! 
6.  He does the same with all his servants -- how can he tell if they are great city managers?  RISK! 
7.  Now, the LAST servant.  I stuck your investment in a cloth and hid it.  Haha, fantastic... 
8.  Why?  well because you are ... a hard man... yeah, and you take what you don't put in!... yeah! 
9.  What?  has anything indicated that the nobleman acts this way?  Lavish investment, Lavish reward. 
10.  Where did he get this idea?  The citizens!!   
11.  His own personal relationship w/ the King has been distorted and coerced by a lie 



11.  Instead of influencing the city w/ the King's investment, he has been influenced by the city.  Sad. 
12.  This is the exact opposite of what he was asked to do... how many more in the city would have 
known the true nobleman if this one servant did his job!? 
Friends, which person in the story are you?   
Are you an angry citizen?   
Are you the first servant?   
Are you the last servant? 
 
ILLUSTRATION (choose 1-2 according to time) 
Let me tell you a few personal stories about this parable wrecking my life and my family's life 
1.  Story of small investment at the car shop (funny) 
2.  Story of medium investment at the hospital (practical) 
3.  Story of greater investment at Central Park (inspiring) 
Friends, will you invest?   
For the sake of others and the Kingdom. 
I know the risk can range from awkward to extremely dangerous 
Will you invest in your friends, family, campus, work, etc.? 
 
CONCLUSION (v. 26-27) 
1.  This story ends abruptly. 
2.  All of the enemies are slaughtered.   
3.  This ending snaps us into reality -- this is indeed a matter of life and death...  
4.  This is a somber moment in the text.  It is one that we rather not discuss. 
 
David Platt in his book Radical says it best... He states that many of us are universal Christians 
intellectually or practically.  Either intellectually, we believe that Jesus is one of many ways to eternal 
life so we do not attempt to invest the Gospel in those around us... or though we affirm intellectually 
Jesus is the way, our silence declares that we practically believe He is but one of many ways 
 
Friends, if Jesus is truly the way, the truth, and the life... then why do we hide that reality as if it 
were of no consequence to our friends on campus?   
This parable illustrates otherwise.  It is of vital consequence for our campus! 
Will you keep the investment in a cloth (clean, shine it) every week so you can all look at it? Or 
will you take time to find the right investments, get dirty, and take risks? 
 
Today, you may be given the opportunity to invest.   
The King will undoubtedly give many of you a divine opportunity  
For some, it will be right after this meeting is over.   
For others, you can picture in your mind's eye the person in which you need to invest. 
I pray that you will invest the Gospel LAVISHLY, DANGEROUSLY, and FREQUENTLY... 
I urge you to become the first servant. 
 
Who are you? 
The first servant? 
The last servant? 
An angry citizen? 
 
Let's talk afterwards.  Let's pray. 
	  


