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Sent out in Worship 

Main Text: Luke 24:36-53 (NIV) 
 
36 While they were still talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and 
said to them, “Peace be with you.” 
 
37 They were startled and frightened, thinking they saw a ghost. 38 He said to 
them, “Why are you troubled, and why do doubts rise in your minds? 39 Look at 
my hands and my feet. It is I myself! Touch me and see; a ghost does not have 
flesh and bones, as you see I have.” 
 
40 When he had said this, he showed them his hands and feet. 41 And while 
they still did not believe it because of joy and amazement, he asked them, “Do 
you have anything here to eat?” 42 They gave him a piece of broiled 
fish, 43 and he took it and ate it in their presence. 
 
44 He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with 
you: Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the 
Prophets and the Psalms.” 
 
45 Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. 
 
46 He told them, “This is what is written: The Messiah will suffer and rise from the 
dead on the third day, 47 and repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be 
preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 48 You are 
witnesses of these things.  
 
49 I am going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city until 
you have been clothed with power from on high.” 50 When he had led them out 
to the vicinity of Bethany, he lifted up his hands and blessed them. 51 While he 
was blessing them, he left them and was taken up into heaven.  
 
52 Then they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy. 53 And 
they stayed continually at the temple, praising God. 
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Introduction 
 
Can you imagine the buzz?  
 
People say that Jesus has risen from the dead!  
He's walking around. With holes in his hands and feet. 
 
They say that there was an earthquake,  
angels talking and proclaiming,  
the stone rolled away,  
and an empty tomb. 
 
I heard some of the women went to the tomb. 
Simon Peter ran into the tomb and checked it out. He's not there. 
The two people on the Emmaus Road met him and broke bread with him. 
 
Is he alive? 
Is he real? Are we hallucinating? 
Is he a ghost? Is he a mad or friendly ghost? 
 
Whoa. Wait a minute... 
Do you think he's coming here?? 
What does a resurrected Jesus even look like? 
 
You have to admit, This is freakin' epic and scary!  
The anticipation. Excitement. the Buzz.  
You can sense it in the room. 
Something is happening out there… and I think it's getting closer. 
It is imminent. 
Something is about to happen. 
 
-- 
 
Illustration:  
A few years ago, My daughter Sophia was turning one 
She could tell something was happening 
There were balloons everywhere 
Pictures of her hung across the room 
 
We were cleaning up the house 
We were wearing nice clothes 
The kitchen was filled with the aroma of great food 
 
Sophia asks… Daddy-o, it's a birthday? 
Yes, cutie, it's YOUR birthday! 
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Where is everybody…? 
They're coming… WHEN? 
Soon… when??? Haha, don't worry... 
AHHHHHH… I’m so happy!!! 
Wait. I’m so shy!! AHHHHHH…. 
 
It was too much buzz, and anticipation for her little body to handle 
So she started running around the house  
She ran to the window, to the door, to the kitchen, living room, repeat 
She was nervous, excited, and kind of unsure of what would happen NEXT 
 
-- 
 
This is how the disciples feel. 
Nervous. Excited. Unsure.  
 
Boom. 
Jesus appears 
PEACE. BE. WITH. YOU. 
 
What the… ?? 
He didn't even use the front door. 
He just appeared. 
 
PEACE? 
This is the last thing I'm feeling! 
IS this REAL?!!  
Doubt, Fear, Amazement fill the air. 
 
PEACE. It is finished. 
PEACE. Reconciliation between God and Man 
PEACE. Forgiveness. 
PEACE. I have won. 
 
Peace for you, me, the world. 
Restoration. Renewal. Wholeness. 
Jesus brings peace. 
 
Jesus brings about this peace in us and around us in three ways within this text: 
 
1. Jesus Convinces us of His resurrection 
2. Jesus Calls us into His mission 
3. Jesus Clothes us in His power 
 
 
By doing this, Jesus brings peace to us and to the world. Let's unpack this. 
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1. Convinces us of His resurrection  
(v. 36-45) 
 
After He appears 
Jesus does a few very specific things  
LOOK at my hands and feet -- so they OBSERVED 
TOUCH me and see -- so they EXAMINED 
 
"Ya'll go anything to eat?" Haha, what? 
So the disciples brought him some fish. 
ATE in their presence -- so they EXPERIENCED 
 
This was not a ghost. 
But he is not the same either. 
He can walk through walls. He teleports Himself. 
 
He is glorified. He's renewed. 
He is living in our future Kingdom reality. 
He is initiating the Kingdom. 
He gives us a foretaste. 
 
"It is written" 
This is Jesus' nice way of saying, I TOLD YOU SO!!!… right? -- so they HEARD 
If anyone had an inside scoop to this whole thing, it was you guys!! 
I told you what was going to happen!!! 
 
HE OPENED their minds -- so they were CAPTIVATED 
 
The disciples  
Observed 
Examined 
Experienced 
Heard 
Were Captivated 
 
LAW, PROPHETS, PSALMS -- it's all about me, said Jesus 
 
Don't you see? Open your eyes. 
The disciples… they could finally see… 
the SCRIPTURES were opened to them. 
 
I wish I could've been there 
When the light bulbs turned ON 
When the penny dropped 
When the AH-HA hit them 
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I wonder if Jesus took them through all of scripture 
 
I'm the SEED of the Woman, whose heel was bruised 
BUT I CRUSHED the head of the enemy… don't you see? 
 
I'm the blessing of ABRAHAM to all nations… don’t you see? 
 
I'm the HIGH PRIEST after the order of Melchizedech 
I'm the MAN that wrestled with Jacob that night 
I'm the LION of the tribe of Judah 
I'm the VOICE from the Burning Bush 
I'm the PASSOVER LAMB… do you see? 
 
I'm the CAPTAIN of the LORD's ARMY to Joshua 
I'm the KINSMAN-REDEEMER found in Ruth 
I'm the ROD OF JESSE, the SON OF DAVID 
I was, am, and forever will be the KING greater than DAVID 
Before Abraham.. I AM… don’t you see? 
 
I'm the SUFFERING SAVIOR in Ps. 22 
I'm the GOOD SHEPHERD in Ps. 23 
I'm the WISDOM of the PROVERBS 
I'm the LOVER in Song of Solomon.. don't you see me? 
 
I'm the SUFFERING SERVANT in ISAIAH 53 
I'm the 4th MAN IN the FURNACE w/ Shadrach, Meshach, AdedNego 
I'm the PRINCELY MESSIAH that DANIEL spoke about 
Yes, I'm the MESSIAH, and MY KINGDOM 
WILL NEVER COME TO AN END 
 
I AM HE…  
The resurrected Christ. 
 
Oh and the only response the disciples had that morning  
And the only response we have this morning 
IS WORSHIP… 
 
Worship! 
Worship! 
 
YOU ARE WORTHY 
YOU ALONE  
YOU ARE THE CHRIST 
 
The disciples could see! 
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It all fits together… Jesus is everywhere 
LAW, PROPHETS, PSALMS 
 
It fits, beautifully, prophetically, seamlessly 
YOU ARE LORD 
YOU ARE KING 
JESUS, YOU ARE ULTIMATE 
 
Jesus went through these important steps 
Because He wanted them to be CONVINCED 
The disciples 
OBSERVED 
EXAMINED 
EXPERIENCED 
HEARD 
WERE CAPTIVATED 
 
Ultimately… CONVINCED. 
 
Witnesses must be convinced of what they've seen/heard 
 
Are we convinced? 
Is the empty tomb a question mark or an exclamation point for you? 
Jesus wants us to be convinced. 
 
We experience PEACE... 
We worship God... 
We renew our campus... 
We change the world... 
 
When we are convinced. 
 
 

2. Calls us into His Mission (v. 46-48) 
 
46 He told them, “This is what is written: The Messiah will suffer and rise from the 
dead on the third day, 47 and repentance for the forgiveness of sins will 
be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 48 You 
are witnesses of these things.  
 
This is a clear and awesome calling. 
Jesus gives us our mission statement. 
We are not only convinced. 
But we are also called. 
 
Will we choose to accept? 
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This sentence is jam packed with truth. 
Jesus drops truth all the time in dense format. 
 
Let's break it down. 
5 simple parts 
 
1. "IT WILL BE PREACHED" 
WE ARE CALLED TO SHARE (preach) 
The disciples take this seriously, 
The Book of Acts is filled with their exploits 
Passionately, winsomely proclaiming Jesus 
Sharing their conviction 
 
** Will we share? 
 
2. "REPENTANCE WILL BE PREACHED" 
THE MESSAGE WE SHARE IS A CALL TO REPENTANCE 
Not merely a change of mood,  
Not change of mind, 
Not self help, 
Not prosperity. 
But a turning around 
Drawing near to Jesus 
It is consciously saying,  
the road I was once on was the wrong road 
Saul -- into PAUL 
SAMARITANS 
CORNELIUS 
 
** Will we call people to repentance? 
 
3. "THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS WILL BE PREACHED" 
WHAT IS SHARED IS THE PROMOSE THAT OUR SINS ARE FORGIVEN 
There is obstacle between man and God 
There is no curtain needed in the temple 
Our debt to the Just, Holy, Father has been taken care of 
Because Jesus, the Son, has paid it all 
 
** Will we share this Good News? -- our sins are forgiven! 
 
4. "IT WILL BE PREACHED IN JESUS' NAME" 
WE SHARED IN THE AUTHORITY THAT RESIDES IN JESUS' NAME 
Jesus' name has power 
He is the Risen Lord 
Throughout the Book of Acts, 
Healing, forgiveness, baptism, miracles are done in His name 
Jesus in the key, not us 
Not your chapter, staff worker, or InterVarsity. Jesus is ultimate. 
 
** Will we trust in Jesus Name? 
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5. "PREACHED IN HIS NAME TO ALL NATIONS" 
WE SHARE THIS MESSAGE TO ALL NATIONS 
It started in Jerusalem 
But this movement grew… it spread 
The Samaritans heard the news 
The Jews living around the known world 
Then us, the Gentiles, we heard 
This mission continues to this day 
Until all hear 
 
** Will we go to the nations? To our campuses? 
 
"repentance for the forgiveness of sins  
will be preached in his name to all nations…" 
 
What a powerful CALLING! 
 
-- 
 
Illustration: 
My senior year at the University of Texas at Austin 
OneWay Christian Fellowship was asked  
to sit on a South Asian panel 
The discussion was  
"All Roads Lead to the Same Place: A Discussion on Faith" 
Oh boy… this already sounds bad. 
 
Each worldview had a representative 
So, me, and a fun freshmen named Anand represented Jesus 
We get there, and the panel is filled with experts 
The local Imam, gurus, sages, leaders, older, seasoned 
Oops… we didn't get the memo. 
 
Each representative shared the tenants of their faith 
I went up and I was nervous… 
 
"repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be shared… 
in Jesus' name… to all nations…" 
 
Umm, I don't have any particular tenants 
I do have a story…  
 
I shared God's story to reconcile us 
That God became flesh and dwelt among us 
God died at the hands of his Own creation 
Paid a price only He could pay 
When He arose, He unleashed power to restore all things. 
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Me. You. The World. Restored. 
 
Then Anand shared how he came to faith 
As a South Asian man from Trinidad 
How this faith changes us… 
We become different because of Jesus… 
IT BRING PEACES 
Peace. Be With You. 
 
Well, we thought it was an epic fail. 
After it was over, there was huge line 
A line that wanted to ask the panel questions 
I figured Anand and I could leave 
 
But it turns out the majority of people in line 
wanted to hear more from us… really??? 
the chumps in fitted hats, khaki shorts, and sandals 
the foolish ones with a Love Story to share 
 
Yes, us… whoa. 
WOW, we befriended many people that day 
God was glorified… Good News was shared  
Jesus was made known. 
Preached in HIS NAME to ALL NATIONS… 
 
-- 
 
Do you understand Jesus' Calling for you? 
This call is not extra credit 
This call is the crux of our faith 
 
Will you take it seriously? Will you share? 
Dorms, Schools, Student Organizations 
Into every dark place on campus 
Jesus calls you, as students, to share the message in His Name. 
 
We are convinced. 
We are called. 
PEACE will be experienced. 
GOD will be worshipped. 
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3. Clothes us with His Power (v. 49-53) 
 
49 I am going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city until 
you have been clothed with power from on high.” 50 When he had led them out 
to the vicinity of Bethany, he lifted up his hands and blessed them. 51 While he 
was blessing them, he left them and was taken up into heaven. 52 Then they 
worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy. 53 And they stayed 
continually at the temple, praising God. 
 
Jesus says WAIT, stay… 
Until you have been clothed with power 
It is the coming of the Spirit's enabling power.  
 
The task on campus and to the nations will be difficult;  
BUT OUR GOD IS ABLE. 
We will need special ability in order to accomplish the calling 
This calling is not to be carried out in mere human strength. 
 
Let me say this bluntly, 
Your strategies will not cut it 
Your initiatives and plans will not be enough 
We NEED THE SPIRIT OF GOD. 
The Spirit of God is the Spirit of Mission. 
OUR GOD IS ABLE. 
 
We are clothed. 
Our identity and allegiance are now tied to Him 
Our protection and providence are now tied to Him 
We are marked, made different, separated by our “clothing” 
We have become ambassadors for a Kingdom without end. 
 
Yes it will be difficult and even dangerous 
But we have been clothed with power 
We have encountered something more power than danger itself. 
We will overcome with Jesus! 
 
It gives new meaning to what Jesus said at the beginning of the text. 
“Why are you afraid? 
Why are you troubled? 
It is I, myself!” 
I am with you! I clothe you in POWER! 
 
-- 
Illustration: 
2 stories 
First, about our mission to the campus 
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Second, about our mission to the nations 
 
First story, 
Foreign exchange student from China 
Becomes a believer  
Ugly cry. 
What happened? 
Everything is crystal clear. 
“This is not about you…” 
This is God’s Mission done with God’s Power 
You just go. 
 
Second story, 
Dad being a translator for old missionary pastor 
It looks it will rain 
“Lord, would you hold the rain for a moment” 
Done. No rain. 
This God’s Mission done with God’s Power 
God is in control 
We just go. 
 
-- 
 
Jesus tells His Disciples 
After you have received power, then GO! 
Go from this place 
Tell everyone 
The plot of the Pharisees FAILED 
The power play of Pilot FAILED 
The cross FAILED 
Death has been defeated 
The Grave has been overcome 
 
Jesus says to each of us 
GO! Tell everyone 
As my ambassadors 
As my co-conspirators 
As my Kingdom-bringers 
Tell them! 
Christ has risen! PEACE BE WITH YOU! 
 
This is worship! 
A few songs is not worship. It is more 
Being sent from this place … that is worship! 
We are defined by what we worship! 
We are clothed by the person that we worship! 
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Commissioning 
 
Jesus has CONVINCED us of His resurrection 
Jesus has CALLED us into His mission 
Jesus has CLOTHED us in His power 
 
No little “g” god can do this for us. 
These idols that we have crushed and laid here 
Don’t go back to them. 
They are powerless before a risen Christ. 
 
Idolatry is simple 
Anything you’re supposed to USE, you start to WORSHIP 
The person you’re supposed WORSHIP, you begin to USE 
Let’s not go back to that. 
Let us worship Jesus alone. 
 
Let us take the Kingdom back to campus 
Let us take Shalom, Wholeness, PEACE back to campus. 
Let worship breakout everywhere as we are sent! 
 
We are SENT OUT IN WORSHIP. 
 
In HIS NAME… to ALL NATIONS 
 
Amen.	  
	  


